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which still remained due from the Rajah of Travancore.
Thus far matters had advanced, when the circumstances
took place which brought the claim to the notice of the
Bengal government.    So far back as the year 1799 a
regular political functionary had been permanently sta-
tioned at the court of Travancore, but in 1803 the
governor-general in council (Marquis Weliesley) judged
it necessary, owing to the prevalence of intrigues at that
court, which were considered hostile to the public interests,
to confine all intercourse with the rajah's durbar to the
official channel of the resident.    In consequence of this
restriction Messrs. Handley and Snow (agents for Mr.
Hutchinson's estate), on the 14th May, 1804, transmitted
to the resident an application to the Dewan of Travancore
for payment to them of a fifth instalment of the debt due
to the estate.   Major Macaulay (the resident) immediately
forwarded a copy of this application to the Bengal go-
vernment; and on Messrs. Handley and Snow making a
second communication to him, a correspondence ensued
between them on the subject of the claim, the whole of
which was   also forwarded to Bengal.    The supreme
government, on the 19th July, 1804, informed the resi-
dent that they approved his having declined to interfere
in the adjustment of the demand brought forward, and
directed him to inform Messrs. Handley and Snow that
no interference on their behalf would be allowed till the
government should   be satisfied that  their claim was
founded in justice, and of such a nature as to require a
deviation from the general principles of policy which re-
gulated the conduct of the government towards states in
alliance with it.    Further correspondence thereupon took
place with Messrs. Handley and Snow, and the subject
was also brought to the notice of the Travancore govern-
ment by the resident.    Documents were produced by
these gentlemen in support of the claim, while, on the